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Defining High-Quality:
The Massachusetts Universal Pre-Kindergarten Program

As the Commonwealth begins to implement the Massachusetts Universal Pre-Kindergarten pilot program (UPK) through a
mix of public and private providers, the Early Education for All (EEA) Campaign urges the state to pursue and reward
delivery of high-quality eatly educational opportunities for young children. High-quality pre-kindergarten education has a
myriad of benefits including that participants are:

= Better prepared for kindergarten, especially in the ateas of pre-reading, pre-math, and social skills;
®  40% less likely to need special education services or be held back a grade;

*  30% more likely to graduate from high school; and

= Twice as likely to go to college.

Massachusetts is committed to provide universal access to high-quality eatly education for children ages three to five. In
2005, the first-in-the-nation consolidated Department of Early Education and Care became operational and was statutorily
mandated to oversee, among other responsibilities, the development of universally accessible high quality early education
for all preschool-aged children in the Commonwealth. The state furthered its commitment by creating the UPK program
and funding a pilot initiative in its FY07 budget. The state increased funding for UPK by $2.5 million in its FY08 budget
and an additional $3.75 million in its FY(09 budget, bringing the current funding level to $10.89 million. Governor Deval
Patrick has thus established universal pre-kindergarten a key element of his education policy for Massachusetts.

EEA is a coalition of leaders from business, early childhood, labor, religion, health care, education and philanthropy
working in partnership with families, grassroots leaders, and state policymakers to achieve universal access to high-quality
early education for the preschool-aged children of the Commonwealth through UPK.

The EEA coalition recommends that the Commonwealth ensure that its investment in UPK deliver high-quality pre-
kindergarten education with the capacity to positively impact children’s growth, development, and life chances. To this
end, EEA recommends that the Commonwealth set a clear, uniform, and verifiable standard that all early education
programs or classrooms designated UPK must meet along with resources to support programs in achieving and maintain
the standard. A uniform, high-quality standard across participating public and private pre-kindergarten education providers
must reflect the research-based elements that in combination result in positive outcomes for children. The elements of this

high-quality standard should be:

At least one teacher per classroom or family child care home with a Bachelor's degree and specialized
training in early childhood education.

Research draws a direct connection between high-quality early education and the formal education level of the teacher
providing it. The most effective preschool teachers have a bachelor’s degree with specialized training in early childhood
education and child development.! Teacher quality is key to providing every child enrolled in pre-kindergarten with the
early learning opportunities that set the stage for success in school and in life.

At least one leader per program or family child care setting with a Bachelor's degree and specialized training
in early childhood education.

Whether managed by a program director, school principal, or early childhood coordinator, classrooms in a high-quality pre-
kindergarten program and family child care homes demand informed leadership to support effective teaching and learning.

! Kelley, P., Camilli, G. (2007). The impact of teacher education on outcomes in center-based early childhood education programs: a meta-analysis. NIEER Working
Paper.; Whitebook, M. (2003). Bachelor’s degrees are best: higher qualifications for pre-kindergarten teachers lead to better learning environments for children. Trust for
Early Education.
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Education consistent with the Farly Childhood Program Standards for Three and Four Year Olds and
Guidelines for Preschool Learning Experiences approved by the Department of Education.

A diverse group of stakeholders from across the early education and care sector met for ten years to develop a set of
standards and guidelines for pre-kindergarten education that were aligned with Massachusetts’ child care licensing
requirements and the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) accreditation standards, and
based on the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks which guide education in the K-12 public education system. These
Standards and Guidelines also recognize the importance of engaging families as the primary teachers of their children, and
connecting children to health, dental, and mental health resources as needed. When pre-kindergarten education programs
use Standards and Guidelines to inform a curriculum of their choosing and to leverage comprehensive resources, they help to
ensure that children are ready to succeed in Massachusetts’ schools and its economy.

Accreditation by the National Association for the Education of Young Children or its equivalent.

Accreditation by NAEYC is widely accepted as the gold standard for the certification of pre-kindergarten programs as
quality early learning environments.? NAEYC accreditation has been incorporated into the Standards. A voluntary
accreditation process, NAEYC evaluates programs’ curricula, teacher quality, class size and health and safety standards
compliance. Other accreditation systems that are similatly rigorous and should be recognized under the UPK program
include the National Association of Family Child Care, Head Start’s Program Review Instrument for Systems Monitoring
(PRISM), and the New England Association of Schools and College’s anticipated incorporation of Massachusetts’ UPK
program standards. Although accreditation can be a time consuming and costly process for programs to undergo, it is a
vital third-party assessment of pre-kindergarten education quality.

Assessments of participating children’s progress over time.

Appropriate assessments of children’s progress contribute to high-quality pre-kindergarten education in three important
ways: First, they are used by educators to individualize a plan for each child to gain the knowledge, skills, and behaviors
s/he will need to succeed in school; second, they are used to help communicate to parents how well a child is progressing;
and third, the information they generate about the progress of children participating in UPK classrooms or programs is a
key way to ensure accountability for delivery of high-quality pre-kindergarten education under UPK that benefits our
children and our Commonwealth.

? Shellenbarger, S. (2006, March 23). Finding five-star child care: states rate facilities in effort to boost quality. The Wall Street Jonrnal
[Updated April, 2009]

400 Atlantic Avenue www.strategiesforchildren.org phone: 617.330.7380
Boston, Massachusetts 02110 www.earlyeducationforall.org fax: 617.330.7381



	Defining High-Quality:
	The Massachusetts Universal Pre-Kindergarten Program


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


