










TO: The Joint Committee on Education  
DATE:  July 2, 2019 
RE:  An Act Ensuring High Quality Pre-kindergarten Education H.551 - Lead 
Sponsor Chairwoman Alice Peisch and S.265 – Lead Sponsor Senator Sal 
DiDomenico 
 

New Bedford early education providers ask for your support of An Act Ensuring 
High Quality Pre-kindergarten Education. This bill builds on the Commonwealth’s 
strong policy foundation for high-quality early education. This bill further provides 
a targeted, phased-in plan for providing state funded pre-kindergarten to 
preschool aged children (2.9 – 5 years-old), through a mixed delivery system with 
prioritization based on community readiness and serving high-needs students. It 
will also build on the federally funded Preschool Expansion Grants. 

In spring 2019, New Bedford applied and received a Commonwealth Preschool 
Partnership Initiative (CPPI) grant from the Department of Early Education and 
Care. The grant brings together the New Bedford Public Schools, PACE Head Start, 
Little People’s College, NorthStar Learning Centers, and YMCA Southcoast. 
Together these 5 agencies represent thousands of children ages 2.9-5 years old in 
New Bedford.  

With these funds we have expanded preschool classrooms to include shared 
comprehensive services for the children and families including; special education, 
behavior management, case management and speech and language services. The 
model we have designed provides a mixed delivery system of early education and 
care with a mixed fee structure.  All programs meet equivalent standards for high 
quality programming, equitable teacher salaries, low staff: child ratios, 
professional development, child assessment, and program.  

These activities and programs should be happening for children across the 
Commonwealth. Unfortunately, we were only one of six communities to be 
awarded a small pilot grant. Thirteen additional communities with a documented 
history of successful preschool partnerships have recently lost federal funding.  It 
is the obligation of the Commonwealth to recognize the success of these 
programs and prioritize funding and support for early education and care. Seeing 
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how this grant is improving our own community, we implore the legislature to 
expand these opportunities throughout Massachusetts.  

Expanding high-quality early education needs to be a priority.  Research has found 
that children who attended high-quality early education programs have stronger 
literacy, numeracy, and social skills. By providing more children in Massachusetts 
with the opportunity to succeed in school and in life, we also help ensure the 
Commonwealth’s future prosperity 

Please support An Act Ensuring High Quality Pre-kindergarten Education, so that 
all children in Massachusetts will be prepared to enter school ready to learn.   

 

Sandra Rego              Sonia Walmsley 
CEO             Executive Director of     
Little People’s College                                      Educational Access & Pathways 
                                                  New Bedford Public Schools 
           

Maria Rosario     Pam Keuchler 
Executive Director     Executive Director 
North Star Learning Centers   P.A.C.E 
 

Tara Pacheco     Jill Fox 
Executive Director               Director 
New Bedford YMCA    P.A.C.E Head Start 



TO: The Joint Committee on Education  
DATE:  July 2, 2019 
RE:  An Act Ensuring High Quality Pre-kindergarten Education H.551 - Lead Sponsor 
Chairwoman Alice Peisch and S.265 – Lead Sponsor Senator Sal DiDomenico 
  
We are submitting this letter on behalf of many in the community of Haverhill. Here in 
Haverhill, parents are eager for more preschool opportunities. Based on a survey we conducted 
in 2018, there were 191 children on waitlists and unable to enroll in a preschool program. In 
order to meet this demand, in Haverhill we pulled together a group of committed early childhood 
education champions and began a strong collaboration between early childhood community-
based providers and Haverhill Public School leaders. We applied for and received a preschool 
expansion planning grant from the Massachusetts Department of Early Education and Care. 
Together, we created a strong and thoughtful implementation plan to expand preschool 
opportunities in Haverhill.       
  
We were one of 6 communities who applied for but did not receive implementation funds for our 
plan in FY19.  
  
An Act Ensuring High Quality Pre-Kindergarten Education would expand preschool beginning 
with high-needs communities, like Haverhill, that are ready with a state-approved expansion 
plan. Currently, 19 communities have preschool plans: Athol, Boston, Brockton, Cape Cod (a 
four-town regional plan covering Dennis, Yarmouth, Chatham and Harwich), Fall River, 
Haverhill, Holyoke, Lawrence, Lee, Lowell, Lynn, New Bedford, North Adams, Northampton, 
Pittsfield, Salem, Somerville, Springfield, and Worcester. This list includes five cities 
implementing federal Preschool Expansion Grant funds to serve 850 four-year-olds annually 
(2015-2019), and six communities implementing the Commonwealth Preschool Partnership 
Initiative (state budget line item 3000-6025) beginning in 2019. Until now, state investment in 
preschool has been modest, and not kept pace with local demand. 
 
An estimated 10,000 additional 3- and 4-year-olds from these communities could enroll in high-
quality preschool under this legislation. These are children who would otherwise not enroll in 
any formal program before kindergarten. A fully-funded state plan for preschool expansion 
would grow over time to include more communities and serve more young children and their 
families. 
  
The Act is essentially a comprehensive plan for preschool expansion in Massachusetts, modeled 
after the New Jersey Abbott preschool program, which has helped to narrow the achievement 
gap in its communities. 
  
Key components include: 
• A focus on preschool-age children (from 2 years and 9 months to kindergarten eligible); 
• A commitment to the mixed-delivery system of public and private Pre-K providers such as 
currently exists in Haverhill; 
• A multi-year phase-in of funding, beginning with “ready communities” like Haverhill that have 
state-approved implementation plans. 
• Priority for communities, like Haverhill with large percentages of high-needs students; 
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• Adequate funding to ensure program quality and teacher salaries and qualifications comparable 
to the K-12 system; 
• Program quality requirements aligned with federal Preschool Expansion Grant standards, 
including student- to-teacher ratios of 10 to 1, with no more than 20 Pre-K students, teacher 
qualifications and compensation, inclusion of children with disabilities, developmentally 
appropriate instruction, and family engagement. 
  
We urge you to support the bill (H.551, S.265) fully and to see it through to passage, enactment 
and complete implementation by the Baker Administration. 
 
 
Janet Begin 
Teacher Leader, Marigold Montessori & 
Partner, Wildflower Foundation 
 
John Cuneo 
President/CEO 
Community Action, Inc.  
 
Tracy Fuller 
Regional Executive Director 
Haverhill YMCA  
 
Margaret Marotta 
Superintendent 
Haverhill Public Schools 
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