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ABOUT

MASSACHUSETTS
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
FILM SCREENING AND PANEL DISCUSSION

OUR HOSTS
Strategies for Children,
Firestarter Interactive,
The Saul Zaentz Charitable Foundation,
and Harvard Graduate School of Education Saul Zaentz Early Education Initiative

Over the past 20 years, Strategies for Children
(SFC) has worked to ensure that Massachusetts
invests the resources needed for all children,
from birth to age five, to access high-quality
early education programs. In doing so, SFC has
created opportunities to connect decisionmakers with thousands of early education
stakeholders working together to develop
policies that support children and families. The
momentum is growing and now we are
positioned to reimagine and build a better early
education and care system across the
Commonwealth.
Starting at Zero: Reimagining Education in America
explores the power of investing in high-quality early
childhood education so that all children and families
have the opportunity to attain the American Dream. The
film brings together the voices of policymakers,
educators, academics, business leaders, pediatricians,
parents, and children. Starting at Zero examines the
latest developmental brain science to demonstrate how
essential the earliest years of learning are to maximize
human potential. Key features of high-quality early
childhood learning environments and experiences are
outlined and then brought to life as the film delves into
the evolution of Alabama’s #1 nationally ranked state
Pre-K program.

Companion Video: Massachusetts stakeholders
highlight the landscape of early learning today, the
impact of the pandemic, the potential for
transformative investments in high-quality early
childhood education and care, and what’s next.
Jayd Rodrigues, Center Director, Operating Council,
Horizons for Homeless Children
TeeAra Dias, Boston UPK Director, Boston Public
Schools
State Senator Jason Lewis Co-Chair of the Joint
Committee on Education, MA Legislature
State Representative Alice Peisch, Co-Chair of the
Joint Committee on Education, MA Legislature
Congresswoman Katherine Clark, U.S. House of
Representatives
Brian Gold, Director, Massachusetts Early Childhood
Funder Collaborative
Turahn Dorsey, Foundation Fellow, Eastern Bank
Foundation, Co-Chair of Steering Committee,
Massachusetts Early Childhood Funder Collaborative
Amy O’Leary, Executive Director, Strategies for
Children
Bob Rivers, Chair and CEO, Eastern Bank, Co-Chair,
Massachusetts Business Coalition for Early Childhood
Education
Nonie Lesaux, Harvard Graduate School of Education
and Chair of the Board of the Department of Early
Education and Care
Mayor Kimberly Driscoll, City of Salem
Mayor Domenic Sarno, City of Springfield

OUR PANELISTS
Featuring several communities in Massachusetts and how they are building
comprehensive early childhood systems and partnerships at the local level.

KATHLEEN BAILER
Kathleen Bailer, M.Ed. is the Director of Early Education and Care for Somerville Public Schools. Kathleen
brings nearly 30 years of teaching and leadership experience to support the implementation of a
comprehensive, integrated, mixed-delivery early education system in Somerville and ensure that all
students meet and exceed the kindergarten readiness benchmarks. Ms. Bailer earned a B.A. in Art from
Bucknell University and an M.S. in Education from Bank Street College of Education in New York. Prior to
coming to Somerville, Ms. Bailer worked as a principal in public schools, a director of a private school, an
early childhood consultant, and a teacher in grades PK-5. Ms. Bailer brings a deep knowledge of early
childhood curriculum and an approach that respects and follows the child. She is passionate about the
importance of early childhood education and believes that providing high-quality education and care is
foundational to later success in school and life. Ms. Bailer holds a Massachusetts Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education license in Principal/Assistant Principal PreK – 6, Early Childhood
PreK – 3, Elementary 1 – 6, Art/Visual Art PreK – 9, SEI-Admin Endorsement as well as a Massachusetts
Department of Early Education and Care, Lead Teacher, Director I, Director II License.

LAURA FROGAMENI
Laura Frogameni is a lifelong educator. From her first job as a childcare assistant to coordinating the
work of the Northampton Public Schools' Early Childhood Center, developing environments and learning
opportunities for children, families, and educators is the work that inspires her. She's a passionate
supporter of early education and care partnerships. Banded together, public, community-based centers,
and family child care programs can offer increasingly equitable access to quality programs for all kinds
of learners. Laura holds licenses in Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) grades
1-6, Department of Early Education and Care (EEC) Director, Preschool Teacher and Toddler Teacher, as
well as a Montessori Primary Teacher Certification.

MARIA GONZALEZ
Born and raised in Arecibo, Puerto Rico, Maria Gonzalez Moeller moved to the U.S. mainland to attend
college. She earned a BS in finance and international marketing from Tulane University in New Orleans,
LA. After graduating, she moved to the Boston area to attend Bentley University, where she received her
MBA. She first joined The Community Group (TCG), in Lawrence, MA, in 1994 as a project consultant. She
was inspired by the organization, its mission, and the community of Lawrence, and soon transitioned
into permanent, full-time roles. Over her 27 years at TCG, she held multiple positions, including Chief
Operating Officer for Child Care Services, Human Resources Manager, and Operations Manager at
Community Day Charter Public Schools. As a member of the senior leadership team for many years, she
was an instrumental figure in the organization’s strategic growth and success. Currently, Maria is the
CEO at TCG. One of her main goals as a non-profit leader is to continue strengthening community
partnerships and collaborations in order to expand opportunities for families. She is an active advocate
for accessible and high-quality early education and care for all children, currently serves as a board
member for the Massachusetts Association of Early Education and Care and was recently appointed by
Governor Baker as a member of the Early Education and Care Economic Review Commission to
represent early education programs in communities serving a high percentage of low-income children.
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